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Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Green  Park, 
Bath. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bathavon,  Frome  and  Keynsham 
District  Councils. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  rriy  first  annual  report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  combined  districts  of 
Bathavon,  Frome  (Urban  and  Rural)  and  Keynsharri. 

I wish,  in  the  first  place,  to  thank  all  members  of  the 
respective  Councils  and  the  Council  staffs  for  their  valued 
co-operation  at  all  times  during  the  year. 

The  early  rrionths  of  the  year  were  concerned  mainly 
with  gaining  a knowledge  of  the  districts  and  bringing  their 
health  services  into  line  as  far  as  possible.  A number  of 
directions  p-resented  themselves  in  which  one  felt  that  progress 
might  be  made  but  the  imminence  of  hostilities  made  it 
impossible  to  do  more  than  schedule  these  matters  for  attention 
when  the  country  has  returned  to  a more  sane  and  settled 
•condition. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  H.  G.  Hector  Denham. 


November,  1940. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

A mild  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  persisted  throughout 
most  of  the  area  during  the  year.  Its  mild  nature  has  made 
control  difficult  a,s  the  disease  has  no  doubt  been  transmitted  in. 
many  instances  by  unrecognised  cases.  The  routine  measures 
employed  for  its  control  are  as  follows.  All  severe  cases  and 
cases  associated  in  any  way  with  the  production  or  handhng  of 
food  or  drink  and  also  cases  living  in  an  environment  unsatis- 
factory as  regards  effective  isolation  are  removed  to  hospital. 
Disinfection  is  then  carried  out  as  far  as  practicable  within  24 
hours  of  the  patient’s  removal,  and  in  my  opinion  is  still  a 
sound  procedure  in  certain  districts  on  account  of  its  value,  both 
as  an  object  lesson  and  also  because  of  its  psychological  effect. 
Negative  haemolytic  streptoccoci  throat  swabs  are  obtained  from 
the  patients  before  they  are  allowed  to  return  home.  All  home 
nursed  cases  are  visited  and  where  conditions  are  not  considered 
satisfactory  removal  to  a hospital  is  advised.  A card  detailing 
instructions  as  to  precautions  to  be  taken  in  the  home  nursing 
of  cases  is  .sent  to  each  home  nursed  case  and  also  a card  for 
disinfection  which  is  returned  to  the  health  office  when  the 
patient  is  declared  to  be  free  from  infection  by  his  doctor. 
The  card  is  not  sent  until  a negative  throat  swab  has  been 
obtained.  The  schools  in  the  area  are  also  visited  and  the 
children’s  throats  examined,  swabs  being  taken  where 
necessary  particularly  from  the  throats  of  the  immediate 
contacts. 


WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  MEASLES. 

From  October  23rd  until  the  end  of  the  vear,  29  cases 
of  Whooping  Cough  and  10  cases  of  Measles  'were  notified 
throughout  the  whole  area.  No  notable  facts  concerning  the 
source  or  transmission  of  infection  occurred  which  are  worthy 
of  mention. 

This  area,  in  common  with  other  areas,  shared  the 
general  visitation  of  German  Measles  during  most  of  the 
autumn  and  winter  months.  Little  can  be  done  by  any  health 
authority  to  even  m'inimi,se  the  ipumbers  affected  in  an  epidemic 
such  as  this,  and  one  could  only  wait  for  the  gradual  exhaustion 
of  all  susceptibles. 
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On  Octobier  the  23r4,  emergency  regulations  for  the 
notification  of  INIeasles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  put  into 
operation  by  the  IMiniater  of  Health.  The  object  of  these  was 
of  course,  to  minimise  the  risk'  of  sirread  of  these  diseases  in 
the  reception  areas,  where  the  child  population  was  greatly 
increased.  It  is  now  p.ossible  to  curtail  IMeasLes,  either  by 
inoculating  a child  in  the  early  days  of  the  disease  so  that  com- 
plete protection  is  assured  or  later  in  the  disease  so  that  he  is 
exposed  to  a mild  attack  which  nevertheless  confers  lasting 
immunity.  As  a preventive  measure  the  latter  course  is  the 
method  of  choice  but  in  cases  where  an  attack  of  the  disease 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  child’s  health,  as  in  the  case  of 
delicate  children  or  babies,  the  aim  is  complete  though  tem- 
porary protection.  The  material  chiefly  used  to  effect  these 
different  degrees  of  protection  is  the  blood  serum  front  a person 
who  has  had  the  disease  some  time  previously  or'  who  is  con- 
valescing from  IMeasles.  The  latter  is  the  more  reliable  but  the 
stocks  of  this  are  naturallv  limited  and  have  to  be  reserved  for 
the  ty]:)es  of  cases  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made. 

The  London  County  Council  have  kindly  placed  their 
stock's  at  the  disposal  of  the  authorities  in  the  reception  areas 
with  conii>lete  instructions  as  to  how  each  individual  case  luay 
be  dealt  with. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


The  diphtheria  immunisation  scheme,  put  into  operation 
bv"  the  County  IMedical  Officer  of  Health  in  October,  1938,  is 
briefly  as  follows: — Children,  under  school  age,  that  is  under 
the  age  of  5 years,  receive  the  necessary  injections  from  their 
own  private  doctors,  while  those  of  school  age  are  treated 
by  members  of  the  County  medical  staff.  Over  the  age  of  8 
years  the  child’s  susceptibility  is  tested  by  means  of  the  Schick 
test  and  only  those  giving  a positive  reaction  are  immunised. 
The  Schick  test  is  simply  the  injection  into  the  skin  of  the 
arrri  of  a drop  of  the  diluted  poison  or  toxin  produced  in  the 
body  by  the  diphtheria  gerrri.  If  the  child  has  none  of  the 
necessary  anti-bodies  in  his  blood  to  neutralise  this,  a red 
mark  develops  in  about  two  days  and  this  is  called  a Schick 
positive  reaction.  The  susceptible  children  then  receive  two 
injections  of  Alum  Precipitated  toxoid  at  intervals  of  three  to 
four  weeks. 

The  risk  attending  these  injections  is  practically  nil  and 
only  in  a very  few  cases  was  a little  local  re-action  complained 
of.  It  .seems  a pity  that  more  people  do  not  avail  them- 
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selves  of  this  very  iniportant  means  of  preventing  a dread 
disease. 

Diphtheria  comes  seventh  in  the  list  of  killing  diseases 
and  is  the  chief  cause  of  death  between  the  ages  of  2 and 
4 years.  The  experience  of  the  United  States  of  America  and 
Canada  regarding  immunisation  shows  that  if  75%  of  child- 
ren of  all  ages  between  1 and  15  years  of  age  art  kept  immune 
the  disease  can  practically  be  abolished  from  a community.  In 
view  of  this  evidence  it  is  needlles<s'  to  have  to  stress  the  import- 
ance of  increasing  the  proportion  of  immunised  children  in  this 
country. 

A stock  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  serum  is  held  at  each 
of  the  Council  Offices  in  the  area  and  in  order  that  a supply 
could  be  procured  by  practitioners  out  of  office  hours,  that 
is  between  5 p.m.  and  9 a.rri.,  it  was  arranged  that  this  should 
be  available  at  the  following  premises  : — 

Bath  City  Police  Station  for  the  Bathayon  Rural  District. 

Keynsham  P.  A.  Institution  for  the  Keynsham  Urban 
District. 

Victoria  Hospital,  Frome,  for  the  Frome  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  bulk  of  the  bacteriological  and  other  laboratory 
work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  laboratory  at  Taunton. 
For  the  more  urgent  cases  however,  where  the  earliest  possible 
conhrmation  of  the  diagnosis  is  desirable,  the  material  for 
examination  can  be  submitted  to  the  Royal  United  Hospital, 
Bath,  or  the  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine,  Bristol 
University.  The  analysis  of  routine  samples  of  water,  milk 
and  food  stuffs  is  also  carried  out  in  the  County  laboratory. 

In  response  to  a complaint  from  a practitioner  in  a 
rural  area  that  there  was  delay  at  week  ends  in  receiving  the 
results  of  diphtheria  swabs,  an  arrangement  was  made  with 
Dr.  Heath  cote,  whereby  the  result  of  the  examination  of  any 
such  swab  received  at  the  R.U.H.  on  Saturday,  could  be 
ascertained  on  enquiry  at  the  hospital  on  Sunday  morning. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Bathavon  Rural. 

A motor  ambulance  is  available  at  Bath  City  Isolation 
Hospital  and  the  Paulton  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  for  the 
transport  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

The  ambulances  of  the  Bath  Citiy  Council  and  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Association  are  available  for  non-infectious  and 
accident  cases. 
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Keynsham  Urban. 

A motor  ambulance  is  available  at  the  Paulton  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  to  take  patients  to  hospital  suffering  from 
an  infectious  disease.  Other  ambulance  services  are  provided 
by  the  Bristol  City  and  Marine  ambulance  aind  the  ambulances 
of  the  Bath  City  Council. 

Fi'ome  Urban  and  Frome  Rural. 

Infectious  cases  are  taken  to  the  Shepton  Mallet  Isolation 
Hospital  by  the  motor  ambulance  provided  by  that  hospital. 

Other  cases  are  taken  by  the  ambulance  provided  by  the 
Frome  Ambulance  Committee. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  home  nursing  for  the  area  is  provided  by  the 
Somerset  County  Nursing  Association,  the  distribution  of 
tlie  nurses  is  as  follows  : — 


Bafhavon  Rural. 


Nurse  Mosey, 

15  Gloucester  Bdgs 
Lower  Swainswick. 
’Phone  5235. 

Nurse  Vicary, 

The  Bungalow, 
Batheaston. 

’Phone  8388. 

Nurse  Monk, 

4 Evelyn  Road, 
Newbridge,  Bath. 
’Phone  7763. 

Nurses  Brown  and 
Whitehall, 

Haig  Cottage, 
Peasedown  St.  Joh 
’Phone  Radstock  3J 


Part  Lansdown,  Lan- 
, gridge.  Upper  and 
Lower  Swainswick, 
Bailbrook,  Woolley, 
Tadwick. 

Batheaston,  Banner- 
down,  St.  Catherine, 
Bathford,  Shocker- 
wick,  Bathampton. 

Corston,  Upper 
Weston,  Marksbury, 
Newton  St.  Loe, 
Stanton  Prior. 

Peasedown,  Wellow, 
Foxcote,  Shoscombe, 
Dunkerton. 


Nurse  Green, 

4 Saltwell  Avenue, 
Whitchurch. 

Nurses  Ellison  and 
Clark, 

9 Combe  Road, 
Combe  Down. 
’Phone — 

Combe  Down  2169. 


Whitchurch. 


Combe  Down,  Monk- 
ton  Combe,  Claverton, 
Southstoke,  Midford, 
Englishcombe, 
Inglesbatch,  Combe 
Hay. 


Keynsham  Urban. 


Frome  Urban. 
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Nurse  Pethick, 
The  Bunp^alow, 
North  Road, 
Timsbury. 

Nurse  Sticlson, 

52  Charlton  Road. 
Keynsham, 

’Phone  265. 

Nurse  Stanton, 

17  Norman  Road, 
Saltford. 

’Phone  49. 

Nurses  Cobden, 
Kitch,  Watts  and 
Hopes, 


Priston,  Tunley, 
Camerton. 


Keynsham,  Queen 
Charlton,  Burnett. 


Saltford,  Kelston, 
Part  Keynsham, 
Northstoke,  Chewton 
Keynsham. 

All  Frome  Urban 
District  and  Selwood. 


Frome  Rural. 


26  Weymouth  Road, 
Frome. 

’PliQUe  13. 


Nurse  Newman,  Rode,  Beckington, 

1 Fairfield,  Rode  Hill  .Berkley,  Lullington, 


Rode 
Phone — 
Beckington  80. 


Orchardleigh,  Laver- 
ton,  Woolverton, 
Tellisford,  Rode 
Hill. 


Nurse  Searle,  Leigh  on  Mendip. 

Oakhill, 

Nr.  Bath. 


Nurse  Carter, 
Mells. 

Nurse  Mees, 
Upper  Merrifield, 
Lipyeate. 


Mells,  ChantrJ^ 
Upper  and  Lower 
Vobster,  Whatley. 

Highbury,  Coleford, 
Lipyeate. 


BLOOD  TRANSFUSION. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  an  appeal  was  made  for  a 
Blood  Transfusion  Service  and  a scheme  was  put  into  operation  to 
cover  Bath  and  district.  Donors  were  tested  and  records  kept  at 
the  Royal  United  Hospital  Laboratory.  It  was  hoped  to  enrol  1,000 
donors.  Many  small  p>arishes  formed  parties  of  people  who  were 
willing  to  be  tested  and  these  were  taken  to  the  Laboratory  for 
tests  and  registration.  This  department  was  able  to  forward  a 
number  of  names  from  all  over  the  district  who  had  provisionally 
egistered  at  the  Council  Offices  and  at  first-aid  posts,  etc. 
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HOSPITALS. 

HosiDital  aocomniodation  for  the  area  is  available  as 
follows  : — 


Bafhavon  Rural. 

Keynsham  Urban. 

Frome  Urban  and 

Roj^al  United 

Bristol  General 

Rural. 

Hospital. 

Hospital. 

Victoria  Hospital. 

National  Hospital  for 

Bristol  Royal 

Rheumatic 

Infirmary. 

Diseases. 

Royal  United 

Bath  Ear  Nose  and 

Hospital. 

Throat  Hospital. 

Brsitol  Eye 

Bath  Eye  Infirmary. 

Infirmary. 

Bath  and  Wessex 

Brsitol  Eye 

Children’s 

Dispensary. 

Orthopaedic 

Bristol  Hospital  for 

Hospital. 

Sick  Women 

Forbes  Fraser 

and  Children. 

Hospital. 

St.  Martin’s  Hospital. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

There  are  three  isolation  hospitals  in  the  area  and 

arrangements  have 

been  miade  for  the  reception  of  cases  of 

infectious  disease  as 

follows  : — 

Bath  Isolation 

Paulton  Isolation 

Shepton  Mallet 

Hospital. 

Hospital. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

To  receive  cases 

To  receive  cases 

To  receive  all  cases 

from  : — 

from  ; — 

from  the  Frome 

Bathampton. 

Camerton. 

Urban  and  Rural 

Batheaston. 

Compton  Dando. 

Districts. 

Bathford. 

Corston. 

Charlcombe. 

Dunkerton. 

Claverton. 

Kelston. 

Combe  Hay. 

Marksbury. 

Englishcombe. 

Newton  St.  Foe. 

Freshford. 

Northstoke. 

Hinton  Charterhouse. Priston. 

Monkton  Combe. 

Wellow 

Southstoke. 

Whitchurch. 

Swainswick. 

All  cases  from  the 

Weston. 

Keynsham  Urban 

District. 
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HOME  VISITING. 

Home  Visiting  is  carried  out  by  two  Health  Visitors,  their 
names  and  districts  being  as  follows : — 

Miss  C.  J.  Wood,  26  Charles  Street,  Bath. 


All  the  Bathavon  area,  excepting  Whitchurch  and  Compton 
Dando.  All  the  Keynsham  Urban  District.  Norton  St.  Philip, 
Tellisford  and  Farleigh  Hungerford  in  the  Frome  Rural  area. 


Miss  L.  Stickland,  90  North  Road,  Norton  St.  Philip. 

All  Frome  Urban  and  Frome  Rural,  excepting  Norton  St. 
Philip,  Tellisford  and  Farleigh  Hungerford.  Whitchurch  and 
Compton  Dando  in  the  Bathavon  Rural  district. 


EVACUATION. 


In  September,  following  the  declaration  of  war,  the 
Government  Evacuation  Scheme  was  launched  and  immediately 
created  a succession  of  problems  and  difficulties  compared  with 
which  the  rather  trying  previous  nine  months  assumed  an 
appearance  of  peace  and  tranquility.  The  transport  arrange- 
ments left  very  little  to  be  desired  but  the  social  problems, 
which  were  the  inevitable  result  of  such  a mass  intermixing 
of  the  population,  were  of  much  greater  magnitude  than  the 
greatest  pessimist  could  possibly  have  foreseen.  Unfortunately 
for  the  success  of  the  undertaking  the  crisis  which  caused  its 
precipitation  occurred  at  the  time  when  there  is  least  sur- 
veillance of  the  school  population,  that  is  at  the  end  of  the 
summer  holidays.  This  had  the  most  undesirable  effect  of 
causing  large  numbers  of  children  to  be  evacuated  without 
undergoing  a proper  medical  inspection  beforehand  with  the 
result  that  many  of  them  reached  their  destination  in  a very 
unwholesome  condition.  Skin  diseases,  chiefly  impetigo  and 
scabies  and  verminous  heads,  caused  most  concern  in  the  earliest 
stages,  and  after  a very  short  time  many  householders  l^egan  to 
complain  bitterly  of  the  dirty  habits  of  the  children  under  their 
care.  A considerable  number  refused  to  house  therri,  particu- 
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larly  those  who  had  children  suffering  from  scabies  billeted  on 
them.  The  difficulty  that  arose  therefore  was  not,  as  some 
people  imagined,  that  an  almost  unknown  disease  had  to  be 
dealt  with,  but  the  fact  that  there  was  such  difficulty  in 
arranging  for  the  accommodation,'  and  treatment  of  these  child- 
ren. In  normal  times,  treatmein't  is  undertaken  at  home  by 
the  i^arents,  acting  as  a rule  under  the  direction  of  a doctor 
or  nurse,  and  only  the  worst  cases  are  admitted  to  hospital. 
As  it  was  difficult  and  well  nigh  impossible  to  arrange  for 
the  admission  of  any  cases  to  hospital,  a suitable  building  had 
to  found  in  which  they  could  he  housed  and  treated.  The 
old  Isolation  Hospital  at  Frome  was  utilised,  and  the  diphtheria 
block,  together  with  the  caretaker’s  house,  were  accordinglv 
equipped  for  the  purpose.  A geyser  was  installed  and  the 
children  received  daily  baths  and  treatment  from  a trained 
nurse.  They  slept  on  camp  beds  and  blankets,  procured  from 
the  store  supplied  under  the  evacuation  scheme  and  good  whole- 
some food  was  provided  by  the  resident  caretaker. 

In'  the  early  days  of  evacuation,  the  Loudon  County 
Council  were  subjected  to  very  severe  criticism,  and  many 
people  suggested  they  were  probably  not  doing  all  they  were 
claiming  to  do  for  the  school  population.  This,  I think,  was 
unfair,  as  in  this  sudden  agitation  of  such  a tremendous  pool 
of  humanity,  a certain  amount  of  undesirable  sediment  was 
bound  to  appear  at  the  surface.  This  sediment  represented  the 
part  of  London’s  population  whose  lot  it  is  impossible  for  any 
health  authority  to  attemirt  to  improve.  The  brighter  side  of 
the.story  from  the  L.C.C’s.  point  of  view,  is  the  fact  that  exam- 
ination of  the  evacuee  children  in  the  main,  created  the 
impression  that  the  average  London  child  is  a very  good 
specimen.  It  was  the  exiceiition  to  find  one  whose  teeth  and 
tonsils  had  not  been  dealt  with,  and  whose  state  of  nutrition 
was  below  par.  Front  a general  health  aspect  these  children 
comi^are  very  favourably  with  our  own. 

In  connection  with  problems  of  evacuation  one  would 
like  to.  pay  a special  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  Women 
Voluntary  Service,  under  their  very  energetic  and  efficient 
centre  organiser.  Miss  Skinner.  Viewed  in  retrospect,  many  of 
the  p.roblenis  would  have  been  almost  unsolvable  without  the 
willing  and  active  coioperation  of  these  ladies. 
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AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

The  Scheme  making  authority  for  the  A.R.P.  services 
is  the  Somerset  County  ’Council.  For  purposes  of  organisa- 
tion the  county  has  bean  divided  into  areas  and  the  whole  of 
the  combined  district  is  included  in  the  Bathavon  No.  2 -area. 
The  Organiser  for  this  area  is  INIajor  P.  E.  Chappell,  M.B.E., 
D.C.]\I.,  whose  offioe  is  at  9 Green  Park,  Bath. 

First  Aid  Posts,  two  in  number,  are  situated  at  Fuome 
and  Keynsham,  the  medical  officers  in  charge  being  Doctors 
G.  Walker  and  Peach  Taylor  respectively.  These  Posts  are 
permanently  manned  by  staff  who  Irave  undergone  extensive 
training  in  First  Aid  and  home  nursing,  and  the  doctors  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  high  standard  of  efficiency  they  have 
attained.  The  casualty  services  include  First  Aid  Parties  and 
First  Aid  Points,,  and  in  most  villages  there  is  established  a 
small  dressing  station  for  the  treatment  of  minor  injuries. 


Bathavon  Rural  District  Council 


Population,  estimated  1930  17,880 

Area  of  the  District  ...  ...  ..,  41,276  acres. 

Number  of  houses  inhabited 

according  to  Rate  Books  ...  5,933 

Average  Number  of  persons 

per  house  ...  ....  3.5. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny 

Rate  £401. 

Rateable  Value  ..,  ...  ...,  £99537. 


Chairman  of  the  Council 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Sanitary  Inspector 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
Designated  Health  Dept.  Clerk 


E.  H.  MORGAN,  Esq.,  J.P. 

M.  P.  WILLCOX,  Esq. 

F.  W.  KELWAY,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert. 

R.S.I.,  and  for  Meat  and 
Food. 

C.  C.  AXFORD,  Cert.S.I.B., 
A.R.,  San.l.,  M.S.I.A. 

H.  C.  L.  MORRIS,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
A.R.,  San.l. 

F.  id.  KELWAY 


COUNCIL  OFFICES, 
GREEN  PARK,  BATH 
Telephone: 2822. 
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RAINFALL,  1939. 


Central  Station,  Henrietta  Park. 
N.  Latitude,  51°  23'  8"  5 inch  Gauge. 
W.  Longitude,  2°  21'  14"  O.D.  67  feet. 


Observations 
9 a.m.  daily 
G.M.T. 

Rain  and  Snow 
Total  Depth 
in  Inches. 

Number  of  Days 
on  which 
Rain  fell. 

Greatest  Fall  in 
24  hours 
Depth. 

Date. 

January 

5.15 

21 

1.17 

25th 

February  ... 

1.51 

14 

.47 

22nd 

March 

1.58 

15 

.35 

nth 

April 

3.15 

16 

1.16 

30th 

May 

.91 

11 

.29 

1st 

June 

2.43 

15 

.62 

15  th 

July 

3.88 

21 

.54 

21st 

August 

2.94 

18 

.59 

21st 

September  ... 

1.40 

4 

.75 

2nd 

October 

3.35 

17 

.91 

8th 

November  ... 

5.34 

23 

.70 

23rd 

December  . . . 

1.98 

12 

.44 

7th 

Totals 

33.62 

187 

_ 

- 

Average  Rainfall:  31.01"  (70  years  1866-1935). 

Highest  Reading  of  Barometer,  March  13th,  30.648". 
Lowest  Reading  of  Barometer,  January  18th:  28.962". 
Maximum  Temperature,  June  7th : 87.0°. 

Minimum  Temperature,  December  30th  : 20.0°. 

Mean  Temperature  of  Air : 50.6°. 

Number  of  Hours  of  Sunshine:  1,507.4. 

Average  Sunshine:  1,522.8  (35  years). 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

261 

Illegitimate 

7 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
Total,  resident  popula- 
tion mid-1939. 

Still  Births. 

15 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
Deaths. 

36 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
average 
population. 
10-6 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  29.7 

Legitinrate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30.5 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 


BIRTHS. 


The  number 

of  live  births 

registered, 

adjusted 

inward  and  outward 

transfers,  total 

268. 

Males 

Females 

T otal. 

Legitimate 

133 

128 

261 

Illegitimate 

2 

5 

7 

135 

133 

268 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

6 

4 

10 
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The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  236,  111  males  and  125  females.  The  following 
table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — Male  F’male  Total 


Typhoid  Fever  ... 

... 

Measles 

• •• 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

Diphtheria 

... 

Influenza  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

... 

Ctrebro-spinal  Fever 

... 

... 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

4 

4 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Syphilis  ... 

... 

• . . 

Cancer 

15 

23 

38 

Diabetes  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

6 

13 

18 

Heart  Disease 

30 

31 

61 

•\neurism 

... 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

8 

8 

16 

Bronchitis 

6 

9 

15 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer 

3 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

. . . 

... 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

2 

Cirrliosis  of  Liver 

2 

... 

2 

Other  Liver  Diseases  ... 

1 

. . . 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

5 

6 

.\cute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

3 

5 

8 

Puerperal  Sepsis... 

. • * 

... 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

... 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc.  ... 

2 

4 

6 

Senility 

3 

2 

6 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Other  Violence  ... 

7 

4 

11 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

9 

12 

21 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over)  ... 

» 

111 

1 

125 

1 

236 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age. 


There  were  8 deaths  under  1 year  of  age,  3 males  and 
5 females  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ...  4 | 1-4  weeks  ..,  2. 

1-6  months  1 I 6-12  months  ...  1. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease.  Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total  Deaths 

Notified  to  Hospital 


Scarlet  Fever 

44 

27 

Diphtheria 

15 

15 

Erysipelas 

6 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 



5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

1 

Measles 

2 

, 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

— 

— 

96 

47 

1 5 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


12  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  and  1 case  was 
brought  to  the  notice  by  the  death  returns,  which  had  not  been 
notified  owing  to  a misunderstanding.  There  were  5 deaths  in 
all. 

Toial  Cases  Total 

notified.  Deaths. 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 


10 

3 


2 

3 


Of  the 
notified. 


13  cases,  3 died  within  a few  months  of  being 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,.  1925,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Bathavon  and.  Keynsham  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
continues  to  do  very  good  work  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Miss 
Date.  Many  cases  are  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  are  provided 
with  free  milk  by  this  Committee  which  relies  (almost  solely)  on 
voluntary  contributions. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  District  Council  supply  the  following  villages  in  the 
district : Bathampton,  Bathford,  Hinton  Charterhouse,  Monkton 
Combe,  Upper  Swainswick,  Wellow,  Shoscombe,  Camerton, 
Dunkerton,  and  Swinford. 

The  Bath  Corporation  supply  the  following  parts  of  the 
district : the  whole  of  Batheaston,  Lower  Swainswick,  Weston, 

Bailbrook,  Lansdown,  St.  Catherine,  and  Woolley.  About  40 
houses  at  Bathampton  adjacent  to  the  Boundary  are  also  supplied. 

The  Combe  Down  Water  Company  supply  the  whole  of  Combe 
Down,  Freshford,  Southstoke,  Midford,  part  of  Hinton  Charter- 
house,  and  Claverton  (except  a few  houses  in  the  village  supplied  by 
the  Skrine  Estate). 

The  West  Gloucester  Water  Company  supply  the  whole  parish 
of  WTiitchurch,  part  of  Corston,  and  a few  houses  at  Queen  Charlton. 

Marksbury  is  supplied  by  water  purchased  in  bulk  from  the 
Clutton  Rural  District  Council. 

Peasedown  St.  John  is  supplied  by  water  purchased  in  bulk 
from  the  Norton-Radstock  Urban  District  Council. 

The  villages  of  Stanton  Prior,  Queen  Charlton,  Priston,  North- 
stoke,  Newton  St.  Loe,  Kelston,  Corston  and  Burnett  are  supplied 
by  privately  owned  supplies. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Bath  Corporation,  the  Combe  Down 
Water  Company,  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Company,  the  Norton- 
Radstock  and  the  Clutton  Councils  is  chlorinated. 


HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Your  Authority  removes  by  contract  the  house  refuse  from  the 
following  parishes : — 

A weekly  collection  from  Batheaston. 

Fortnightly  collections  from  Bathampton,  Monkton  Combe, 
Swainswick  (Upper  and  Lower),  Freshford,  Wellow,  Weston, 
Whitchurch,  Peasedown. 

A monthly  collection  from  Bathford,  Southstoke,  Queen 
Charlton,  Marksbury,  Compton  Dando,  CJiewton  Keynsham  and 
Stanton  Prior. 

A collection  every  two  months  from  Corston. 

A quarterly  collection  from  Priston. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  the  Contractors  except  from  Combe 
Down,  Southstoke  and  Weston.  The  refuse  is  taken  by  the  Con- 
tractors, from  these  three  districts,  to  the  Bath  City  destructor 
works. 
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MILK. 

Number  of  Producers  on  the  Register  ...  ...  148 

Number  of  Distributors  divided  as  follows : — 

{a)  Distributors  only  19 

{b)  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers  ...  88 

There  are  9 farms  producing  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  42 
producing  Accredited  milk.  The  collection  of  samples  for  examina- 
tion from  these  farms  is  carried  out  by  your  officials  and  as  afternoon 
samples  cannot  be  delivered  at  the  Laboratory  in  time  to  be 
examined  on  the  same  day,  it  is  therefore  necessary  for  the  Inspectors 
to  obtain  early  morning  samples  before  the  usual  office  hours. 

132  Accredited,  47  Tuberculin  Tested,  6 Pasteurised,  and  11 
samples  for  tubercle  bacilli  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst. 
Three  Licences  were  issued  to  Graded  Milk  Distributors. 

Pasteurising  1 

Supplementary  Pasteurised  1 

Bottling  Tuberculin  Tested 1 

Slaughterhouses,  etc. 

There  are  11  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  this  district. 

The  main  supply  of  meat  comes  from  the  neighbouring  towns 
of  Bath  and  Bristol. 

There  is  no  market  or  public  place  where  meat  is  exposed  for 
sale,  or  any  factory  dealing  with  food. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  by  the  Inspectors  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was : 3 tons,  1 cwt.,  8 lbs. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

We  have  had  no  trouble  in  any  way  with  smoke  arising  from 
chimneys  in  the  district  and  it  has  therefore  not  been  necessary 

to  take  any  action. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction  Act,  1919.) 

Several  complaints  have  been  received  from  all  parts  of  the 
district  of  the  presence  of  rats.  Advice  has  been  given  and  baits 
provided,  as  a result  many  rats  were  destroyed.  Occupiers  should 
realise  that  the  onus  of  ridding  lands  and  premises  falls  upon  them 
and  not  upon  the  Local  Authority. 

No  evidence  of  the  presence  of  bed  bugs  was  discovered  or 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Authority  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools,  common  lodging  houses 
or  licensed  camping  sites  within  the  district. 

Owing  to  the  National  Crisis  the  general  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  has  had  to  be  sadly  neglected.  The  staff  has  been 
concerned  with  Evacuation  and  Billeting,  Coal  Control,  Food  Control, 
A.R.P.  work.  Auxiliary  Fire  Service,  Supplementary  Water  Supplies 
and  W ar  Damage. 
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Industries. 


Paper  Making.  Plasticine. 

Flock  Manufacture.  Fullers  Earth. 

Coal  Mining.  Lime  Kilns. 

Small  Stone  Quarries.  Agriculture. 

Inspections  of  Factories  including  Laundries 
Inspections  of  Workshops 
Inspections  of  Workplaces 
Inspections  of  Bakehouses 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district, 
of  outworkers  received. 


15 

27 

11 

17 

No  lists 


TOWN  PLANNING. 


Under  the  Bath  and  District  Scheme,  67  Interim  Development 

Certificates  were  issued  and  10  were  refused. 

Under  the  Bristol  scheme,  16  Certificates  were  issued 

and 

4 refused. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-three  houses 

were  erected  in 

the 

following  parishes  during  the  year : — 

Batheaston 

47 

Bathford 

3 

Bathampton  ... 

1 

Claverton 

1 

Corston  ...  ...  

2 

Charlcombe  ...  ...  

3 

Dunkerton 

6 

Marksbury 

2 

Monkton  Combe  ...  ...  ...  • 

17 

Hinton  Charterhouse  ... 

1 

Freshford 

1 

Southstoke 

5 

Swainswick 

13 

Weston  ...  

3 

Whitchurch 

68 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during 

the  year: — 

(i)  By  Local  Authority 

With  State  Assistance — 

(a)  Re-housing  under  Housing 

Act,  1936 

11 

(b)  Overcrowding  

. ...  • . 4 

12 

(c)  Other 

. ...  ... 

Nil 
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Without  State  Assistance  ...  ....  ...  7 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 

(a)  With  State  Assistance  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Without  State  Assistance  ...  ...  ....  169 

I.  Housing  Inspections: — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts).  ..  ...  ...  ...  132 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid- 
ated Regulations,  1925  end  1932  ...  ...  28 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  30 

(c)  Number  of  houses  in  which  no  action  was 

found  necessary  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  11 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 17 

II.  Housing  Action: — 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 

by  the  Local  Authority  of  their  Officers  48 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarilv 

or  in  consequence  of  informal  action  ...  Nil 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 
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(a)  By  owners  ...  ...i  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which 

(b)  Ely  local  'authoriW  in  default  of  owners  ..,  Nil 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ..<  •••  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ....  .••  Nil 

(b)  Biy  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


C. — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  13  and  26  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 

Houses  void  but  not  demolished  ... 

3.  (a)  Clearance  Orders  made  

(b)  Number  of  houses  involved 

4.  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  ...  

(a)  Number  of  houses  involved  

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished 

(c)  Number  of  houses  to  be  demolished 


1 


Nil 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


D. — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act.  1936:— 

1.  Numbers  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ....  • . ■ i 

2.  Numbers  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  •••< 


Nil 


Nil 


IV.  Housing  Act,  1 936— Overcrowding;— 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...i 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 
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(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year 7 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  13 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  88 


SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  extensions  to  existing  sewers  have  been  made 
at  Batheaston,  Combe  Down,  Lower  Swainswick,  Weston,  and 
Whitchurch. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Bath  Corporation  for  the  treatment 
of  sewage  at  the  disposal  works  at  Saltford  from  the  parishes  of 
Bathford,  Batheaston,  Bathampton,  Claverton,  Monkton  Combe, 
Swainswick,  and  Weston  continues  to  give  satisfaction. 


Drains  and  sewers  have  been  tested  in  the  following  parishes ; — 


Parish. 

4 in. 
Yards. 

6 in. 
Yards. 

9 in. 
Yards. 

Batheaston 

1270 

60 

Bathford 

120 

Bathampton  ... 

75 

Charlcombe 

60 

Claverton 

140 

100 

Combe  Hay  ... 

40 

Dunkerton 

85 

Englishcombe 

15 

Freshford 

20 

Monkton  Combe 

420 

300 

60 

Southstoke 

70 

Swainswick 

360 

30 

Weston 

410 

336 

Whitchurch 

1219 

90 

105 

Total  ... 

4304 

916 

171 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1939. 

196  samples  of  milk  examined  by  the  County  Laboratory. 

33  samples  of  water  analysed  by  the  County  Laboratory. 

72  repairs  to  water  supplies,  etc.,  remedied. 

53  refuse  complaints  and  accumulations  dealt  with. 

298  notices  to  limewash  cowsheds,  etc. 

63  petroleum  licences  issued. 

17  bakehouse  inspections. 

28  defects  remedied  in  sewers,  drains  and  cesspools. 

142  visits  to  houses  after  infectious  diseases. 


Keynsham  Urban  District  Council 


Population,  estimated  1939 

. 10,330 

Area  of  the  District 

...  4,170  acres 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate 

Books  

...  2,000 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

...  3.35 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ... 

...  £196 

Rateable  Value 

...  £49,879 

— H.  S.  RADCLIFFE,  Esq.,  J.P.,  C.C. 

— G.  E.  CHAPPELL,  Esq.,  J.P. 

— H.  W.ARGILE,M.I.M.&Cy.E., 
A.R.S.I. 

— D.  F.  G.  LOCKYER. 

COUNCIL  OFFICES, 

keynsham. 

‘Phone:  Keynsham  291. 


Chairman  of  the  Council 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
Sanitary  Inspector 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers  total  102. 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate  ... 

48 

2 

48 

4 

96 

6 

50 

52 

102 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate  

• • • • • • 

... 

...  96 

Illegitimate 
Still  Births. 

Total' 

...  6 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
resident  popula- 
tion mid- 1939. 
16.1 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  ... 
Deaths. 

■ 

9.7 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
average 
population. 

10.7 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

9.8 

Legitimate 

Nil 

Illegitimate 

166.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

11 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (aU  ages)  . . . 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Nil 

HOUSING. 

The  outbreak  of  hostilities  caused  a slight  decrease  in  the 
number  of  new  houses  completed  by  private  persons  during  the 
year.  Private  and  official  evacuation  was  rapidly,  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  filling  up  the  housing  accommodation  of  the  area. 

In  addition  the  war  prevented  further  action  being  taken  with 
regard  to  insanitary  property  in  the  area  on  which  a preliminary 
report  was  presented  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  early  in  the  year. 

Inspections  have  been  carried  on,  however,  and  serious  defects 
remedied  in  most  cases  by  informal  action. 
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The  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers, 
total  85,  45  males  and  40  females.  The  following  table 
indicates  the  causes  of  death  Male  F male  Total 


Typhoid  Fever  ... 

... 

.... 

Measles 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria 

... 

Influenza  ... 

Encephalitis  Dethargica 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

Svphilis  ... 

1 

1 

Cancer 

4 

7 

11 

Diabetes  ... 

. . . 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

4 

3 

/ 

Heart  Disease 
Aneurism 

17 

6 

1 

23 

1 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases’ 
Bronchitis 

3 

1 

4 

3 

2 

7 

4 

9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

... 

Appendicitis 

1 

2 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  Diver 

1 

1 

Other  Diver  Diseases  ... 

... 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Puerperal  Sepsis... 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

... 

... 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc.  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Senility 

... 

Suicide 

... 

1 ••• 

Other  Violence  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

3 

4 

1 ' 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over)  ... 

45 

40 

i 

85 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age. 

There  was  only  one  death  under  the  age  of  1 year,  a 
male  child,  3 days  old. 


Keynsham  Urban  District  Council 


Population,  estimated  1939  ...  ...  6,352 


Area  of  the  District 

4,170  acres 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  according  to  Rate 

Books 

2,000 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

3.35 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ... 

£196 

Rateable  Value 

£49,879 

— H.  S.  RADCLIFFE,  Esq.,  J.P.,  C.C 

— G.  E.  CHAPPELL,  Esq.,  J.P. 

— H.  W.ARGILE,M.I.M.&Cy.E., 
A.R.S.I. 

— D.  F.  G.  LOCKYER. 

COUNCIL  OFFICES. 

KEYNSHAM. 

‘Phone:  Keynsham  291. 


Chairman  of  the  Council 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
Sanitary  Inspector 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 


The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers  total  102. 


Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate  ... 

Males. 

48 

2 

Females.  Total. 

48  96 

4 6 

50 

52 

102 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

...  ... 

. . . 

...  96 

Illegitimate 
Still  Births. 

Total" 

...  6 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
resident  popula- 
tion mid-1939. 
16.1 

Rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  . . . 
Deaths. 

• 

9.7 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
average 
population. 

10.7 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

9.8 

Legitimate 

Nil 

Illegitimate 

166.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

11 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Nil 

HOUSING. 

The  outbreak  of  hostilities  caused  a slight  decrease  in  the 
number  of  new  houses  completed  by  private  persons  during  the 
year.  Private  and  official  evacuation  was  rapidly,  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  filling  up  the  housing  accommodation  of  the  area. 

In  addition  the  war  prevented  further  action  being  taken  with 
regard  to  insanitary  property  in  the  area  on  which  a preliminary 
report  was  presented  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  early  in  the  year. 

Inspections  have  been  carried  on,  however,  and  serious  defects 
remedied  in  most  cases  by  informal  action. 


32 


The  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers, 
total  85,  45  males  and  40  females.  The  following  table 
ibdicates  the  causes  of  death: — Male  F male  Total 


TyjDhoid  Fever  ... 

.... 

Measles 

Scarlet  F'ever 

... 

Diphtheria 

Influenza  ... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

... 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

Syphilis  ... 

1 

... 

1 

Cancer 

4 

7 

11 

Diabetes  ... 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Hcermorrhage  ... 

4 

3 

7 

Heart  Disease 

17 

6 

23 

Aneurism 

1 

1 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases' 

3 

4 

7 

Bronchitis 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

2 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

... 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

... 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 yeiars) 

... 

... 

Appendicitis 

1 

2 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  Diver 

1 

1 

Other  Liver  Diseases  ... 

... 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

... 

1 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Puerperal  Sepsis... 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

... 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc.  ... 

1 

1 

Senility 

Suicide 

» • « 

Other  Violence  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

3 

4 

7 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over)  ... 

45 

40 

85 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age. 

There  was  only  one  death  under  the  age  of  1 year,  a 
male  cliild,  3 days  old. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease,  Total  Cases  Cases  adniitteij  Total  Deaths 

Notified  to  Hospital 


Scarlet  Fever 

20 

17 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

' 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

— 

— 

Measles 

2 

— 



Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

39 

1 20 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

li  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  5 deaths 


occurred. 

Total  Cases  Total 

notified.  Deaths. 

Respiratory  ...  ...  4 ] 3 

Non-Respiratory  ...  ...  7 j 2 


Of  the  11  cases  notified,  1 case  died  within  a few  months 
of  being  notified. 

No  action  was  necessar>|  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Bathavon  and  Keynsham  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
continues  to  do  very  good  work  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Miss 
Date.  Many  cases  are  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  are  provided 
with  free  milk  by  this  Committee  which  relies  (almost  solely)  on 
voluntary  contributions. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  chief  industries  are  the  manufacture  of  cocoa  and  chocolate, 
paper  and  envelopes,  a few  smaller  factories  manufacturing  ochre, 
water  softening  material,  and  chemicals,  etc.  There  is  also  a little 
agriculture. 

There  has  been  comparatively  little  unemployment  during  the 
year  and  that  which  existed  was  of  a temporary  nature. 
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KEYNSHAM  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  at  Keynsham  was  inaugurated  on 
23rd  October,  1939,  primarily  for  the  benefit  of  evacuee  mothers  and 
their  babies.  The  response  of  the  local  mothers  has  been  such  that 
the  centre  will  in  all  probability  remain  a permanency  after  the  war. 
The  local  doctors  attend  in  turn  each  week  together  with  the  district 
nurse  and  valuable  assistance  is  given  by  a group  of  voluntary  lady 
helpers. 

The  attendances  for  the  months  of  October,  November,  and 


December 

were  as  follows : — 

Attendances. 

Date. 

Keynsham. 

London. 

October 

23rd  

1 

5 

i i 

30th  

10 

9 

November 

6th 

12 

11 

i j 

13th  

15 

5 

t ) 

22nd  

20 

6 

f ) 

29th  

19 

9 

December 

6th 

11 

6 

> f 

13th  

12 

8 

tf 

The  clinic  was  closed  on  December  20th  and  27th  and  was 
started  again  after  Christmas,  and  is  still  continuing  to  do  good  work. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Examination  of  milk  samples  is  undertaken  by  the  County 
Council,  but  19  samples  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Orders  and  4 for  tubercle  bacilli  have  been  collected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  their  behalf. 

Periodical  inspection  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  is  also  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Primary  Registration  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Orders  if  mainly  carried  out  by  the  County  Council,  but  the  follow- 
ing licences  for  using  Special  Designations  have  been  issued  by  your 
Council : — 

1.  Pasteuriser’s  Licence. 

2.  Supplementary  Licences. 

3.  Dealers’  Licences. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughterhouses,  including  one  wholesale  slaughterhouse,  have 
been  visited  regularly  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a total  of 
8 tons  9 cwts.  3 qrs.  of  meat  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 

Premises  where  food  is  prepared  have  been  inspected  from  time 
to  time  and  19  Certificates  of  Registration  for  such  premises  have 
been  issued  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if 
known)  ... 

576 

718 

120 

2431 

280 

Number  inspected 

556 

' 

710 

-y 

104 

2210 

278 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 







Carcases  if  which 
some  part  or  or- 
gan was  con- 
demned 

54 

21 

10 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than 
tuberculosis 

4.27 

0.95 

3.59 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

11 



_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned 

245 

2 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis 

20.22 

— 

— 

0.72 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


No.  of 

Nature  of  Inspection 

Visits 

Drainage  ... 

9 

f Factories  (including  Bakehouses) 

19 

Public  Conveniences 

42 

GENERAL 

Refuse  Disposal  ... 

25 

SANITATION 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

14 

Water  Sampling  ... 

3 

V Miscellaneous 

22 

Under  Public  Health  Acts 

5 

HOUSING  ' 

Under  Housing  Acts 
Overcrowding 

216 

Miscellaneous 

2 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Inquiries  into  Cases  ...  ■... 

Disinfection 

Miscellaneous 

30 

33 

1 

Slaughterhouses,  etc. 

587 

MEAT  & FOOD 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

51 

. Milk  Samples 

23 

C Informal  served  ... 

9 

NOTICES 

Informal  complied  with  ... 

9 

, Statutory  ... 

4 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(i)  By  Local  Authority 
With  State  Assistance — 

(a)  Re-housing  under  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  Nil 

(b)  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Other  •••!  •■•i  •••  •••  Nil 

Without  vState  Assistance  (for  abatement  of 

Overcrowding)  ..,  ...  ...  Nil 

(a)  With  State  Assistance  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Without  State  Assistance  ...  ...  ....  75 
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I.  Housing  Inspections: — 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts).  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  ifor  the 
purpose. 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

Sub-head  (D  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid- 
ated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(c)  Number  of  housies  in  which  no  action  was 
found  necessary 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...i 


216 

222 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


4.  Number  of  dwellir^ghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...i 


II.  Housing  Action: — 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  of  their  Officers 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily 
or  in  oonsequeuce  of  informal  action  ... 


III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1 936. 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dw^ellinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owmers  .../  ■■■  •••  •••.  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  Nil 
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B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:— 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ..„  ...,  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  Bv  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ___  Nil 

(I))  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

C. — Proceedings  under  sections  1 I,  13  and  26  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  •••  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...,  Nil 

3.  (a)  Clearance  Orders  made  ...  ...,  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  houses  involved  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(a)  Number  of  houses  involved  ...  ..^  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  houses  to  be  demolished  ...  Nil 

□ .—Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:— 

1.  Numbers  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  , Nil 

2.  Numbers  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

IV.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  , ....  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...,  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during;  the  year  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

oases  Nil 


Frome  Urban  District  Council 


Area  of  the  District  ... 

Number  of  houses  in  habited  according  to  Rate 
Books 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ... 

Rateable  Value 


1,194  acres 


3,132 

3.3 

£239  14s.  5d. 
£62,599 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes 
Committee 

Sanitary  Inspector 


— O.  L.  SEWARD.  Esq.,  J.P. 

— H.  M.  SCOTT.  Esq. 

— A.  I.  BELL.  Cert.S.I.E.J.B.. 


NURSE  WHITE 

(Appointed  September,  1939,  under  Government  Evacuation  Scheme) 


PUBLIC  OFFICES, 
FROME. 

Telephone:  Frome  48. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Still  Births. 

per  1 ,000  live  and  still  . . . 


104 

6 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
Total,  resid^t  popula- 
tion mid- 1939. 
10.6 


26.8 


Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
average 
population. 
11.6 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  80.5 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84.1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  23 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (ah  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  Nli 


irths. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outwards  transfers,  total  109. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  49  55  104 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  3 2 5 


52  57  109 


Still  Births. 

Legitimate  ...  3 — 3 

(No  illegitimate  still  births.) 
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The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers  total  159,  83  males  and  76  females.  The  following 
table  indicates  the  causes  of  death  Male  FWe  Total 


Typhoid  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

Influenza  ... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

. . . 

• • • 

Ccrebro-spinal  Fever 

• •• 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  

4 

4 

Other  Tuberculosis 

... 

.... 

Syphilis  ... 

... 

• •• 

General  Paralysis,  Insane  and  Tabes,  etc.  ... 

1 

1 

Cancer 

Id 

/ 

Diabetes  ... 

4 

1 

Cerebral  HcCmorrhage  ...  ...  

5 

8 

13 

19 

21 

40 

Heart  Disease  ... 

Aneurism 

... 

. . • 

... 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

2 

9 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

5 

1 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer 

L 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

• • 

Appendicitis 

... 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

... 

Other  Liver  Diseases  ... 

... 

... 

•• 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

3 

6 

9 

Puerperal  Sepsis... 

— 

... 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

... 

... 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birtli,  etc.  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Senility 

2 

9 

11 

Suicide 

2 

2 

4 

Other  Violence  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

4 

6 

10 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

... 

• • • 

83 

76 

159 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age. 

There  were  7 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  5 
males  and  2 females,  divided  as  follows  ; — • 

Under  1 week  ...  3 I 1-4  weeks  ...  2. 

1-6  months  — I 6-12  months  ...  2. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Disease.  Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total  Deaths 

Nlotified  to  Hospital 


Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

o 

u 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

— 

— 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

— 

— 

Measles 

2 

— 

— 

1 15 

2 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

7 cases  were  notified  and  there  were  4 dieaths. 

T otal  Cases  T otal 

notified.  Deaths. 

Respiratory  ...  ...  ...  6 j 4 

Non-Respiratory  ...  ...  ...  1 | — 

Of  the  7 cases  notified  3 died  within  the  year. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

FROME  TREATMENT  CENTRE. 

Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

As  already  stated  part  of  the  old  isolation  hospital  was  taken 
over  on  19th  September,  1939,  under  the  above  scheme  for  the 
reception  and  treatment  of  children  suffering  chiefly  from  scabies 
and  impetigo.  In  the  15  weeks  from  19th  September  to  the  end  of 
the  year  44  children  were  treated  as  in-patients  and  many  others 
attended  daily  for  baths  and  treatment. 

The  main  part  of  the  building  also  proved  of  great  value  for  the 
accommodation  of  cases  of  German  measles  among  the  troops 
billeted  in  and  around  Frome. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water. 

The  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
The  analysis  during  the  year  has  been  quite  satisfactory  and  a full 
supply  of  water  service  was  maintained. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  were  no  complaints  of  pollution. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  nuisance  occurred. 

Mortuary. 

The  mortuary  used  jointly  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee, 
the  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Rural  District  Council  is  proving 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Public  Cleansing. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  the  provision  of  sanitary  dustbins ; 
in  most  cases  rubbish  is  exposed  on  the  pavement  overflowing  from 
old  boxes,  tins,  etc.,  incapable  of  accommodating  all  the  rubbish, 
which  is  often  augmented  by  much  that  cannot  be  classed  house 
refuse ; no  action  has  been  taken  to  effect  improvement. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Food  Supply. 

There  are  18  butchers’  shops  serving  the  town,  with  six 
registered  and  two  licensed  slaughterhouses.  The  premises  have 
been  regularly  inspected  and  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  order. 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-one  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924.  The  carcases  of 
361  oxen,  2,976  pigs,  548  sheep  and  58  calves  were  inspected. 

As  a result  of  these  inspections  12  pigs’  carcases,  315  pigs, 
heads,  101  pigs’  organs,  3 oxens’  carcases  (complete),  20  oxens’ 
organs,  3 oxens’  heads  and  3 sheeps’  organs  were  found  to  be  diseased 
and  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Milk. 

There  are  17  producers  of  milk  in  the  district,  eleven  bein 
distributors.  Fourteen  distributors  obtain  their  milk  from  producers 
and  there  are  ten  registered  distributors  who  produce  their  milk  in 
the  Rural  Areas. 

There  are  three  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  producers  in  the  area, 
one  of  whom  is  also  a retailer,  and  there  are  two  producers  of 
Accredited  milk. 

The  registered  premises  have  been  periodically  visited  during 
the  year.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
occuper  to  the  requirements  of  the  Order. 

Nine  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Analyst  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  satis- 
factory. Four  samples  of  Accredited  and  one  of  Pasteurised  milk 
have  been  taken. 
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Bakehouses. 

There  are  18  bakehouses  in  regular  use  in  the  district.  In  most 
cases  modern  ovens  have  been  installed. 

The  premises  have  been  inspected,  and  in  six  cases  the  occupiers 
were  requested  to  comply  with  the  requirements  as  to  limewashing. 


Sewage  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  town  sewers  serve  practically  the  whole  of  the  district, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  properties,  all  the  houses 
in  the  district  are  connected  to  the  sewerage  system,  which  conveys 
the  sewage  to  the  Outfall  Works  and  Purification  Works  at  Spring 
Gardens. 

The  Works  comprise  detritus  tanks,  septic  tanks,  primary  and 
continuous  line  grain  filters,  which  have  worked  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 

The  domestic  refuse  is  collected  by  the  Council’s  staff  of  work- 
men twice  weekly  from  the  centre  of  the  town  and  each  week  from 
the  remainder  of  the  district. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  is  taken  to  the  Destructor  where  it  is 
used  in  raising  steam  for  pumping  the  sewage  from  the  pump  wells 
to  the  Purification  Works  for  treatment. 

A small  proportion  of  the  householders  place  their  refuse  in 
properly  constructed  and  sanitary  bins.  The  remainder  use  wooden 
boxes  or  old  baths  which  are  a constant  source  of  danger  both  to 
themselves  and  to  the  men  who  have  to  handle  them. 

Scavenging. 

The  streets  are  regularly  cleansed  and  the  refuse  removed 
to  tips. 

Disinfection. 

After  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  (including  tuberculosis)  the 
homes  of  the  patients  are  disinfected  and  bedding  treated  at  the 
Steam  Disinfector. 

During  the  year,  31  rooms  have  been  sprayed  with  a dis- 
infectant, one  room  has  been  fumigated  and  417  articles  of  clothing 
and  bedding  have  been  steam  disinfected  from  30  homes. 

In  addition,  many  blankets  and  articles  of  clothing  were  steam 
disinfected  for  the  Military  Authorities. 

Food  Premises. 

Twenty-three  premises  were  registered  for  the  manufacture  or 
sale  of  potted,  pressed,  pickled  and  preserved  foods  and  ice  cream, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


48 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  situated  in  Selwood  Road 
have  been  periodically  inspected  and  are  kept  in  a satisfactory 
order. 

Housing. 

The  position  with  regard  to  housing  in  this  area  showed  a 
great  tendency  towards  a better  state  of  affairs,  and  under  the 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1938,  10  houses  were  erected, 
8 by  private  owners  and  2 by  the  Council.  Under  the  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Acts  the  reconditioning  of  7 houses  was  carried  out. 

Milk  Supply. 

Visits  of  inspection  to  farms  and  dairies  have  been  made  and 
action  taken  to  improve  the  general  conditions  existing  in  them 
has  been  very  successful  and  a notable  desire  of  the  farmers  to  carry 
out  suggestions  made  for  the  improvement  of  their  sheds  and  dairies 
as  well  as  their  methods  of  production  was  a pleasing  feature. 
Fifty-eight  samples  were  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  190 
samples  from  Accredited  and  Tuberculin  Tested  producers.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  81  Accredited  producers  and  16  Tuber- 
culin Tested  producers. 

Meat  and  Foods. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  and  no  breach 
of  the  regulations  was  observed. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  industries  of  the  area  other  than  farming  are  stone 
quarrying  at  several  places  in  the  north-west  side  of  the  district. 
There  is  one  coal  mine  in  the  area.  The  extent  of  unemployment 
throughout  the  area  was  inconsiderable  in  comparison  with  other 
parts  of  the  country. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  by  the  County  Council  is  steadily 
increasing  and  the  amount  of  time  taken  up  in  undertaking  the 
sampling  of  milk  from  these  farms  was  very  considerable. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  190 
samples  of  milk  from  Accredited  producers  and  58  from  Tuberculin 
Tested  producers  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  County  Analyst. 

Industries. 

Butler  & Tanner’s  Printing  Works.  Two  Breweries 

Cloth  Mills  Express  Dairy 

Metal  W’orkers  Rubber  Works 

Unemployment. — Very  little. 
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HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(i)  By  Local  Authority 
With  State  Assistance — 

(a)  Re-housing  under  Housing  Act,  1936  Nil 

(b)  Overcrowding  ....  ...  ....  ..,  Nil 

(c)  Other  -..i  •••(  •••.  •••  Nil 

Without  State  Assistance  (for  abatement  of 

Overcrowding)  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 

(a)  With  State  Assistance  ...  ...  ...i  Nil 

(b)  Without  State  Assistance 13 


I.  Housing  Inspections: — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts).  ...  ...i  ...  ...  83 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  >for  the 

purpose.  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid- 
ated Regulations,  1925  land  1932  ...  ....  75 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  110 

(c)  Number  of  houses  in  which  no  action  was 

found  necessary  ....  ...  ...  ....  7 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  nil  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...i  •••.  •••  ••• 


II.  Housing  Action: — 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 

by  the  Local  Authority  of  their  Officers  47 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily 

or  in  consequence  of  informal  action  ...  Nil 
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ill.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1 936. 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  ren- 

dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...,  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By_  local  authority  in  default  of  owuers  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  resij^ect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  he 
remedied  ...  ...  ....  ...  5 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...,  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  13  and  26  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936; — 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  •••  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  (a)  Clearance  Orders  made  ■■.  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  houses  involved  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  ...  ...  Nil 

(a)  Nn"ber  of  houses  involved  ...  ...,  Nil 

(b)  Nu-uber  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  houses  to  be  demolished  ...  Nil 

D. ^ — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936;— 

1.  Numbers  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  , ..,  ..,  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Numbers  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determinedj  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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IV.  Housing  Acf,  1936 — Overcrowding: — 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  10 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...|  10 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  64i 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ....  •••  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ..,  ...  •••  ...  Nil 


Frome  Rural  District  Council 


Population,  estimated  1939  8,345 


Area  of  the  District  ... 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  according  to 
Rate  Books 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

Rateable  Value 


51,933  acres 


3,236 

3-5 

£147 

£36,601 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes 
Committee 

Sanitary  inspector 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 


W.  M.  JONES,  Esq. 


W.  M.  JONES,  Esq. 

H.  L.  BURT,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I., 
C.  Meat  & Foods  I., 
C.I.S.E.B.  (Lond.). 

V.  C.  S.  ROBEY.  C.R.S.I. 


PUBLIC  OFFICES, 
FROME. 

Telephone:  Frome  25. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' 7 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
Total,  resident  popula- 
tion mid-1919. 

13.5 

Still  Births. 

Rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  ...  ...  ...  58.3 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 
average 
population. 

11.5 


AU  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  60.9 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64.8 

Illegitimate ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  15 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  1 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers,  total  113. 

Males  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  52  54  106 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  6 1 7 


58  55  113 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  4 3 7 

(No  illegitimate  still  births.) 
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The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  124,  55  males  and  69  females.  The  following 
table  indicates  the  causes  of  death  Male  F’male  Total 


Typhoid  Fever  ... 


Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Influenza  ... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculosis 
Syphilis  ... 

Cancer 
Diabetes  ... 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

Heart  Disease 
Aneurism 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Diver 
Other  Diver  Diseases  ... 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 
Puerperal  Sepsis... 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 
Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth 
Senility 
Suicide 

Other  Violence  ... 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over)  ... 


etc. 


•••  : 

1 

• • . 

1 

1 1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

11 

15 

• • • 

3 

3 

2 

4 

6 

i 13 

17 

30 

1 ■■■ 

3 

5 

• 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

... 

... 

... 

1 2 

... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

• • > 

1 

1 

. • • 

1 

1 

4 

' -1 

... 

3 

t 

1 ••• 

1 

3 

i 9 

1 

1 

S 5 

1 

8 

9 

1 

1 

2 

3 

. . . 

3 

7 

6 

13 

« 

1 1 

... 

1 

1 ••• 

i 55 

69 

124 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age. 

There  were  9 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  5 
males  and  4 females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ...  6 | 1-4  weeks  1. 

1-6  months  ...  ....  1 1 6-12  months  ...  1. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease.  Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total  Deaths 

Notified  to  Hospital 


Scarlet  Fever 

8 

6 

— 

Diphtheria 

7 

7 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

1 

1 25  1 

15 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

9 cases  were  notified  and  there  were  5 deaths. 


Total  Cases 

T otal 

notified. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

8 1 

2 

Non-Respiratory 

1 1 

3 

Of  the  9 

cases  notified,  3 died  within 

the  first  twi 

months  of  being  notified. 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  producers  on  the  Register,  382. 

Number  of  distributors  on  the  Register  divided  as  follows : — 

(a)  Distributors  only,  3. 

(b)  Distributors  who  are  also  producers,  69. 

(A  producer  is  only  included  as  a distributor  if  he  definitely 
makes  a business  of  selling  his  milk  by  retail  to  individual 
customers.) 

Number  of  licences  given  to  Graded  Milk  Distributors,  3; 
Accredited  Bottling,  1 ; Pasteurising,  1 ; Supplementary  Pasteur- 
ising, 1. 

Meat  Supervision. 

Slaughterhouses:  Licensed,  10;  Registered,  1 ; Total,  11. 
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HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year; — 

(i)  By  Local  Authority 
With  State  Assistance — 

(a)  Re-housing  under  Housing  Act,  1936  ... 

(b)  Overcrowding 

(c)  Other  

Without  State  Assistance  ...<  

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 

(a)  With  State  Assistance  

(b)  Without  State  Assistance 


12 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

8 

16 


I.  Housing  Inspections: — 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts). 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  (for  the 

purpose.  ....  ...; 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

Sub-head  (D  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid- 
ated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ... 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(c)  Number  of  housles  in  which  no  action  was 
found  necessary 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  1-Uman  habitation  ...^ 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ..< 


207 

653 


87 

214 

12 

3 


72 


II.  Housing  Action; — 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  of  their  Officers 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily 
or  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
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III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:— 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1 936. 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  •••.'  ••• 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  JNii^ 


B. Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  resmect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  •••  '•«'  •••i 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  Bv  owners  ...  _ 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


C.— Proceedings  under  sections  11,  13  and  26  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936; — 


1. 

2'. 

3. 

3. 

4. 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 

(a)  Clearance  Orders  made 

(a)  Clearance  Orders  made  

(b)  Number  of  houses  involved 


in 


Clearance  Orders  confirmed 

(a)  Number  of  houses  involved 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  ... 

(c)  Number  of  houses  to  be  demolished 


Nil 


5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


D. — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:— 

1 Numbers  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  


Nil 
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2.  Numbers  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  •••  Nil 


IV.  Housing  Act,  1936 — ^Overcrowding: — 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  vear 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b) -  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  y.ear  

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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